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Christ Crucified
Diego Velázquez, 1632

While it is a very simple image, it is layered 
with meaning. Velázquez portrays humili-
ty, in that we cannot see the face of Christ.  
He portrays dignity, since the image is not 
overly gory or gruesome.  The portrayal of 
Christ’s body isn’t athletic or ugly; it’s sim-
ply human.  There is no landscape or sky 
to detract from the central event; that is the 
majesty of Christ’s sacrifice.  No witnesses 
are shown; we cannot rely on their emotion-
al response to the passion. We are left alone 
to meditate and respond.



The celebRaTion of The PaSSion of The loRd is the most sober day of the 
entire Church year.  The church is completely bare.  Following a most ancient tradi-
tion, the Church does not celebrate the Sacraments at all, except for Penance and the 
Anointing of the Sick when needed.  No Mass is celebrated this day.  Holy Communion, 
consecrated on Holy Thursday, is distributed to the faithful only within the Celebra-
tion of the Lord’s Passion; but it may be brought at any hour of the day to the sick who 
cannot participate in this celebration.
 There is no greeting or procession.  The clergy enter and fall prostrate before 
entering the sanctuary; the assembly kneels. Both are incredible postures of humili-
ty. The first reading, the fourth Servant Song of Isaiah, interprets Jesus as the perfect 
servant, who surrendered himself to death that the will of the Father should be accom-
plished through him.  In the second reading, Paul speaks of the priesthood of Christ 
and states that through his obedience to the Father’s will, he is now able to save all who 
follow him in obeying the Father.  The Passion of John is proclaimed. It reveals Jesus 
as being in control and victorious.  Christ is King, and his death on the cross is one of 
victory.
 “The Solemn Intercessions are to follow the wording and form handed down 
by ancient tradition, maintaining the full range of intentions so as to signify clearly the 
universal effect of the passion of Christ, who hung on the cross for the salvation of the 
whole world. In case of grave public necessity the local Ordinary may permit or pre-
scribe the adding of special intentions.” – Paschalis Sollemnitatis, No. 67
 The second part of the liturgy is profound in the way the cross is unveiled.  We 
venerate the cross by various signs of reverence, including genuflection, a profound 
bow (from the waist), or prostration before the cross.  Shoes may be removed for the 
procession in accordance with ancient tradition. 
  The third part of the liturgy is a simple Communion service with the Eucharist 
from Holy Thursday being distributed.  We depart in silence, continuing our quiet 
waiting and fasting for the Easter Vigil.
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entranCe

Please stand when the clergy enter in silence.
All kneel when they lie prostrate at the foot of the sanctuary.

Prayer

i: liturgy of the Word

Fourth oracle of the Servant of the Lord

See, my servant shall prosper, he shall be raised high and greatly exalted.

     Even as many were amazed at him so marred was his look beyond human semblance

     and his appearance beyond that of the sons of man so shall he startle many nations,

     because of him kings shall stand speechless; for those who have not been told shall see, 

     those who have not heard shall ponder it.

Who would believe what we have heard? To whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?

     He grew up like a sapling before him, like a shoot from the parched earth;

     there was in him no stately bearing to make us look at him, 

     nor appearance that would attract us to him.

     He was spurned and avoided by people, a man of suffering, accustomed to infirmity,

     one of those from whom people hide their faces, spurned, and we held him in no esteem.

Yet it was our infirmities that he bore, our sufferings that he endured,

     while we thought of him as stricken, as one smitten by God and afflicted. 

     But he was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our sins;

     upon him was the chastisement that makes us whole, by his stripes we were healed.

     We had all gone astray like sheep, each following his own way; 

     but the LORD laid upon him the guilt of us all.

Though he was harshly treated, he submitted and opened not his mouth;

   like a lamb led to the slaughter or a sheep before the shearers, he was silent and opened not his mouth.

first reading Isaiah 52:13-53:12
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Oppressed and condemned, he was taken away, and who would have thought any more of his destiny?

   When he was cut off from the land of the living, and smitten for the sin of his people,

   a grave was assigned him among the wicked and a burial place with evildoers,

   though he had done no wrong nor spoken any falsehood. 

   But the LORD was pleased to crush him in infirmity.

If he gives his life as an offering for sin, he shall see his descendants in a long life,

   and the will of the LORD shall be accomplished through him. 

Because of his affliction he shall see the light in fullness of days;

   through his suffering, my servant shall justify many, and their guilt he shall bear.

   Therefore I will give him his portion among the great, and he shall divide the spoils with the mighty,

   because he surrendered himself to death and was counted among the wicked; 

   and he shall take away the sins of many, and win pardon for their offenses.

resPonsorial Psalm Psalm 31 Paul M. French

In you, O Lord, I take refuge.  Let me never be put to shame. 
In your justice rescue me, O faithful God.  Into your hands I commend my spirit.

For all my foes I am an object of reproach, 
a laughing stock to my neighbors, and a dread to my friends;

I am forgotten like the unremembered dead; like a dish that now is broken.

Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your kindness.
Take courage and be stouthearted, all you who hope in the Lord.
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Jesus learned obedience and became the source of salvation for all who obey him.
Brothers and sisters:
Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession.
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who has similarly been tested in every way, yet without sin.
So let us confidently approach the throne of grace
to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.
In the days when Christ was in the flesh,
he offered prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears
to the one who was able to save him from death,
and he was heard because of his reverence.
Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered;
and when he was made perfect,
he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.

seCond reading Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9

gosPel aCClamation Stephen Eros

Christ became obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Because of this, God greatly exalted him

and bestowed on him the name which is above every other name.
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    copyright © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL. All rights reserved.
Music: Stephen Eros, and copyright © 2022 Birnamwood.

Purchaser may reproduce this assembly page provided a valid license is in place from a licensing agency, usage is
reported, and the copyright notice is included. Alternatively, permission can be obtained from the copyright owner.

gosPel John 18:1-19:42
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ.

6                    St. Clare of Assisi

& b 42 œ œ œ œ
Glo ry to

œ œ œ
you, Word of

.œ ‰
God,

œ œn œ
Lord Je sus

ú
Christ!

œ Œ
- -

20

MSM-80-311

Gospel Acclamation for Lent

Reproducible Assembly Page

Text: The English translation of Lenten Gospel Acclamation from Lectionary for Mass
    copyright © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL. All rights reserved.
Music: Stephen Eros, and copyright © 2022 Birnamwood.

Purchaser may reproduce this assembly page provided a valid license is in place from a licensing agency, usage is
reported, and the copyright notice is included. Alternatively, permission can be obtained from the copyright owner.



I.  For Holy Church
II.  For the Pope 
III.  For all orders and degrees of the faithful

IV.  For catechumens
V.  For the unity of Christians

VI. For the Jewish people
VII.  For those who do not believe in Christ
VIII.  For those who do not believe in God 
IX.  For those in public office
X.  For those in tribulation

the solemn interCessions

In the Solemn Intercessions, we see the entire Church prostrate before God in prayer.  
The intercessions give us an amazing vision of a world guided by God’s hand.  

They remind us of the universal effect of the Passion of Christ, 
who hung on the cross for the salvation of all.

ColleCtion for the holy land

On Good Friday, the traditional Collection for the Holy Land is an opportunity for all Catholics 
around the world to be one with our brothers and sisters in the Holy Land. From those territo-
ries, we continue to hear the outcry of thousands of persons who are deprived of everything, at 
times even of their own human dignity.  Especially on Good Friday, their heartbreaking cries 
invite us to embrace them with Christian charity.  On the day of Jesus’ own death, we make a 
spiritual pilgrimage to the Holy Land, walking in the steps of the suffering and crucified Christ.  

Please be generous during the Good Friday “Collection for the Holy Land.”  
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THE PASSION OF THE LORD 329

Almighty ever-living God,
comfort of mourners, strength of all who toil,
may the prayers of those who cry out in any tribulation
come before you,
that all may rejoice,
because in their hour of need
your mercy was at hand.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

Second Part:
The Adoration of the Holy Cross

14. After the Solemn Intercessions, the solemn Adoration of the Holy Cross takes place. Of the 
two forms of the showing of the Cross presented here, the more appropriate one, according 
to pastoral needs, should be chosen.

The Showing of the Holy Cross

First Form

15. The Deacon accompanied by ministers, or another suitable minister, goes to the sacristy, 
from which, in procession, accompanied by two ministers with lighted candles, he carries 
the Cross, covered with a violet veil, through the church to the middle of the sanctuary.

The Priest, standing before the altar and facing the people, receives the Cross, uncovers a 
little of its upper part and elevates it while beginning the Ecce lignum Crucis (Behold the 
wood of the Cross). He is assisted in singing by the Deacon or, if need be, by the choir. All 
respond, Come, let us adore. At the end of the singing, all kneel and for a brief moment 
adore in silence, while the Priest stands and holds the Cross raised.

& œ œœ á œ á œ œ
& œ œœ œ œœ œ œœ

Or:

& œ
!"#$#%&'(##)%"#*&&(#&+#)%"#,-&../

œœœ ¿ œœ œœ ¿ œ œ œœ œ
&0#*%12%#%304#)%"##.5'#$#65#$#)1&0

œ œœ œ œ œœ b¿ œ

& œ
&+#)%"#*&-'(7

œ œœ
87

œœ
,&9"/##'")##3.###5$(&-"7

œ œœ œ œœ& œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ

ii: the adoration of the holy Cross

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Who suffered for us, O Lord, O Lord, have mercy on us.

Adoramus Temotet Giovanni da Palestrina (1525-1594)

All are invited in procession to venerate the cross.  Appropriate signs of reverence include 
genuflection, a profound bow (from the waist), or prostration before the cross.  Shoes may be 

removed for the procession in accordance with ancient tradition. 
You may be seated after you have venerated the cross.

Invocation

Response
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Score

The Reproaches Richard Rice
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I led you out of Egypt from slavery to freedom, but you led your Savior to the cross. (Holy is God...)
For forty years I led you safely through the desert. I fed you with manna from heaven 
and brought you to a land of plenty; but you led your Savior to the cross. (Holy is God...)
I planted you as my fairest vine, but you yielded only bitterness:
when I was thirsty you gave me vinegar to drink, 
and you pierced your Savior’s side with a lance. (Holy is God...)

For your sake I scourged your captors and their firstborn sons, 
but you brought your scourges down on me. (My people...)
I led you from slavery to freedom, but you handed me over to your high priests. (My people...)
I opened the sea before you, but you opened my side with a spear. (My people...)
I led you on your way in a pillar of cloud, but you led me to Pilate’s court. (My people...)
I bore you up with manna in the desert, but you struck me down and scourged me. (My people...)
I gave you saving water from the rock, but you gave me gall and vinegar to drink. (My people...)
I gave you a royal scepter, but you gave me a crown of thorns. (My people...)
I raised you to the height of majesty, but you have raised me high on a cross. (My people...)

The Church has “The Reproaches” as a proper text for the veneration of the cross, a responso-
ry that dates back to the 9th century.  The verses, some of which are drawn partly from the 
words of Old Testament prophets, call to mind the events in salvation history when God saved 
his chosen people and questioned them, asking why they had turned away from him. It calls 
to mind the reality that the sins of humainty are the reason for Jesus’ crucifixion.  It points the 
soul inward and forces us to reflect on our own failings. In the end, it reminds us how every sin 
we commit hurts our beloved Lord. It is a call to conversion, begging us to turn away from our 
sinful habits to embrace the good that God wants to accomplish in our lives.
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LORD, WE ADORE YOU
Christopher Walker

© 2001, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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Lord, We Adore You Christopher Walker (b. 1947)

Adoramus Te  Jacques Berthier (1923-1994)

O good Jesus, have mercy on us, you who created us.
You have redeemed us with blood your most precious

O bone Jesumotet Marco Antonio Ingegneri (1536-1592)
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Prayer after Communion

Prayer over the PeoPle 

P l e a S e  d e Pa R T  i n  S i l e n c e .

You may take this worship aid with you, 

or recycle it in the baskets in the gathering space.

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
You have redeemed us, O Lord God of truth.

motet In Manus Tuas Domine Juan Pujol (1573-1626)

iii: holy Communion

lord’s Prayer

During Communion, Psalm 22 (21) or another appropriate chant may be sung.

Cf. Ps 22 (21): 1
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Psalm 22 (21)

1. My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? †
Why are you far #om saving me, *
so far frommy words of anguish?

Omy God, I call by day and you do not answer; *
I call by night and I "nd no reprieve.

2. Yet you, O God, are holy, *
enthroned on the praises of Israel.

In you our forebears put their trust; *
they trusted and you set them free.

When they cried to you, they escaped; *
in you they trusted and were not put to shame.

3. But I am a worm and noman, *
scorned by everyone, despised by the people.

All who see me derideme; *
they curl their lips, they toss their heads:

“He trusted in the lord, let him save him; *
let him release him, for in him he delights.”

4. Yes, it was you who took me from the womb, *
entrusted me to mymother’s breast.

To you I was committed #om birth; *
frommy mother’s womb, you have been myGod.

Stay not far #omme; *
trouble is near, and there is no one to help.

 Verses from Psalm 22 sung by the cantor.

Communion antiPhon Psalm 22 Adam Bartlett



Schedule of Remaining TRiduum liTuRgieS

= Holy Saturday Office of Readings & Morning Prayer - 8:00am

= Easter Vigil - 8:00pm (fulfills Sunday obligation)

 Easter Brunch to follow in the Fellowship Hall

= Easter Sunday Masses - 8:30am & 10:30am


